Prevalence of cancer in older persons living at home and in institutions.
Even though the elderly have the greatest risk of developing and dying of cancer, screening for cancer occurs less often in older persons. Cancer screening is appropriate for nursing home residents with the cognitive ability to understand the screening method and its implications, who do not have comorbid illnesses that would preclude treatment, and who have at least a five-year life expectancy. Screening recommendations are provided for cancers of the breast, cervix, prostate, colon, skin, and mouth.